Trinity Episcopal Church

9 S 4th Street

Niles, MI  49120

(269) 683-6060

The National Acolyte Festival will be on Saturday October 10, 2009 at the National Cathedral in Washington. D.C. http://www.nationalcathedral.org/events/acolyte2009.shtml
I wanted to let everyone know that the Bishop Whittemore Foundation has given us a grant for some of the cost for this trip. Here are the details as I know them;
We have chartered a deluxe tour bus to take us from the church to D.C. and back. The bus has 5 TV screens with a DVD player, surround sound, reclining seats, and adjustable foot and arm rests.
We will depart from either Niles or Kalamazoo at about 7:30 PM on October 8, 2009 and will arrive in Chevy Chase, MD early Friday morning. (overnight on the Bus)

Accommodations:  At the 4 H Center while in the Washington area. There will be 4 people to a room.  Each room has 2 bunk beds, desk, and private bathroom. Other arrangements may be made at small additional cost, such as a lesser number to a room if rooms are available. You can check it out on line: http://www.4hcenter.org/

We will include 7 meals with the cost of the trip; Friday: breakfast and dinner; Saturday: breakfast, lunch (at the Festival) and dinner; Sunday: breakfast and lunch.

Agenda: 
· Friday-Arrive early Friday morning and have breakfast at the center.

· After breakfast, we will then be free to do some touring around Washington.  Suggested Tours to follow at your cost.  These will be set up in pre-travel meetings as all youth will be chaperoned and going in groups from our own church.  Scheduled Public transportation is available from the Center to the Metro station and from the Metro station you can go anywhere in DC.
· We will meet back at the 4-H Center for dinner Friday.
· Saturday-We will leave the Center after breakfast on Saturday morning and journey to the National Cathedral, where we will participate in a procession and service. We will need to bring our robes and cross with us. All participants will receive a medal to commemorate the Festival. 

· After the service we will have lunch (provided) and then there will be some seminars for us to attend.
· When we finish at the festival we will again have time for sight seeing. Again there is scheduled public transportation to the Metro station.
· Dinner at the Center followed by an evening bus tour of Washington DC.
· When we return to the Center we will have a Pizza Party.
· Pre-pack for departure on Sunday.

· Sunday- Breakfast at the Center

· Depart the 4-H Center after breakfast and board the bus for the trip home.
· Lunch on the trip home will be provided.
· Drinks and snacks on the bus trips will be provided. There will be plenty of storage space and we will leave the last 3 seats open so we can store coolers and snacks in the back area of the bus.
· Out of Pocket Costs:

· The trip cost will be $ 140.00 per person and it includes everything above. We will take a collection for the driver’s gratuity. We will have about $ 570.00 worth of expenses that will not be covered and we need to either get some donations or divide that amount up among all the attendees. We are still working on ideas for that.
· Registration forms will be available soon.  As soon as available, we will need to get them filled out and turned in so during August so we can firm up our reservations.
· There may be scholarships available.
Please let me know if you are interested in going. Also all those Acolytes under 12 years of age will need a responsible adult to accompany them. We will also need some chaperones for those who are 12 and over.
Metro Information
· To National 4-H Youth Conference Center:

· Take the Red Line to Friendship Heights Metro Station (towards Shady Grove) 

· From Friendship Heights, take Metrobus L8, Ride-On #1 or #11, or to the National 4-H Youth Conference Center 

· From National 4-H Youth Conference Center:

· Take Metrobus L7 or L8 or Ride-On #1 or #11 toward Friendship Heights (heading South on Connecticut Avenue)

· Follow instructions at the Friendship Heights Metro Station for points in Washington, D.C., Maryland and Virginia

· For additional information, visit www.wmata.com or call 202-637-7000

